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What began in June with an amendment to an otherwise widely-supported veterinary medical bill ended 
August 4 when sponsor Senator Liz Figueroa agreed to remove the ear cropping ban from California 
SB1548. This victory is significant on many levels. Most obviously, California dog owners will now con-
tinue to enjoy the right to make their own informed, responsible decisions about their animals without fear 
of intrusion by the government. Also important is the message that was clearly sent to California’s legisla-
tors: The purebred dog community is a large, concerned constituency whose activities have a significant 
economic impact on the state. We are a responsible, valuable resource, and our voices should be heard. 
 

Perhaps most noteworthy is the way in which fanciers from all over the country reached out to each other 
to form a united front on this issue. AKC led the charge early on by getting the word out to as many fanci-
ers as possible through phone calls, e-mails, special mailings, website alerts and booth flyers. Purebred 
dog owners quickly took up the battle, organizing e-mail lists, letter-writing campaigns, and placing peti-
tions at various dog shows. The Doberman Pinscher Club of America led a national fundraiser in order to 
hire lobbyists who proved invaluable to the fancy’s opposition effort. Through it all, AKC Board and staff, 
numerous Parent Clubs as well as other AKC clubs, the dog press, and individual dog owners worked 
tirelessly with legislators and with the veterinary community to help them understand our position. 
 

“Whether they faxed a letter, wrote a check, signed a petition, or attended a hearing, thousands of fanci-
ers contributed to the defeat of the proposed ear cropping ban,” said AKC President Dennis B. Sprung. 
“All are to be commended for this team effort, and AKC extends its thanks and congratulations to every-
one involved. We further extend our appreciation to Senator Figueroa and other California legislators who 
took the time to listen to and consider our concerns.” 
 

Let this victory be a model for future legislative efforts. When we work together, we can win! 
 
Dear Members of the Fancy: 
 

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks for all the wonderful work you did to defeat the proposed  
cropping ban in California.  Your efforts, your voice, your commitment to fighting this battle made the dif-
ference, and we know we would not have won this challenge without you. There is indeed strength in  
numbers and the purebred dog fancy demonstrated just how strong it could be in California. Through your 
actions, we have set a precedent; we can accomplish great things when we work together.  We have 
seen firsthand that presenting a united stand results in a positive outcome. 
 

We wish to express special thanks to those among you who played leadership roles in organizing the 
opposition efforts.  Thank you to Dr. Anthony DiNardo, Pamela DeHetre and Jeff Helsden and other 
members of the Doberman Pinscher Club of America for their work in organizing a grassroots campaign 
among parent clubs of cropped breeds.  These individuals were also instrumental in establishing  a fund-
raising drive that secured two lobbyists who worked directly with California legislators on our  
behalf.  We would also like to thank John Connolly and the American Boxer Club for their efforts to raise 
awareness as well as raise funds. Our thanks also to Jerry Burge of the San Francisco Bay Scottish Ter-
rier Club, the California Federation of Dog Clubs, the Animal Council, Peter Piusz and the members of the 
ad hoc Delegates© Committee on Cropping and Docking for their commitment to the issue, and the Na-
tional Animal Interest Alliance (NAIA) Trust for their many action alerts and work with legislators. 
 

We know there will be future legislative proposals that threaten the rights of responsible dog owners, but 
we also know that we have strong, dedicated fanciers such as yourself who will work with us to ensure 
that those efforts do not succeed.  Working as a team, we will be able to enjoy our dogs and our sport for 
many years to come. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Ronald H. Menaker 
Dennis B. Sprung 
 



As those of you who are ABC members know, there are two hot 
issues up for a vote in the next few weeks.  And as those of you 
on the various e-mail lists know, I’ve been doing more than my 
fair share of burning up the airwaves in debate on these issues.   
<g>  Surprisingly, the main items of contention are not the content 
of the issues, but the procedures by which they were introduced.   
 
On the one hand, there is a proposed amendment to the Code of 
Ethics.  While of course there will always be heated debates on 
the Code of Ethics as it applies to white Boxers, the larger discus-
sion on this particular proposal revolved around the fact that there 
is no indication of where, within the Code of Ethics, the changes 
will be placed.  Nor is there any indication of whether other, con-
tradictory, sections of the Code will be changed to agree with the 
amendment, should it pass.  Unfortunately, this has created a rift 
even among those who generally support the spirit of the amend-
ment, as some feel that without having the answers to these 
questions, they cannot support the amendment itself.   
 
On the other hand, there is a proposed revision of the standard.  
As far as amendments go, it is a beautifully constructed docu-
ment.  There is a three-page letter detailing the changes to be 
made, instructions on how to vote (there are a few different items 
in question), and a copy of the standard as it will read if all of the 
proposed revisions are accepted.  Members have the opportunity 
to vote separately on different “types” of changes—
Housekeeping, Streamlining and Clarification, and the Evolving 
Boxer—instead of having to vote for an “all or nothing” revision.  
This revision was drafted by the Standards Committee, presented 
to and refined by the Board of Directors, and has been sent to the 
membership for a vote.  It is a textbook example of how business 
should be conducted in an organization such as the ABC. 
 
And yet, there are complaints.  Some, of course, are about the 
content of the revisions.  It is impossible to please everyone, and 
some people have perspectives that are skewed by their own 
dogs, or their own experiences.  That is to be expected, especially 
in an organization the size of the ABC.  Again, however, the bulk 
of the discontent is not about the revision itself, but about the pro-
cedure by which it was proposed.  Some feel that the Board, after 
approving the amendment, should have sent it to the membership 
for input and revision.  Others feel that those members, who have 
had five years to comment on revisions to the standard, should 
have exercised their rights to make suggestions to the Board, to 
the Committee, or to the entire membership.  (And those of you 
on the e-mail lists know that I fit squarely in the latter category!)   
 
As a result of these discussions, I’ve been doing a lot of reading 
on parliamentary procedure.  It is surprisingly simple, and yet 
amazingly complex.  Most people have only the barest under-
standing of parliamentary law, though it rules a large portion of 
our lives, including of course our government—but almost any 
organized society is subject to parliamentary law.  Though the 
definitive source—Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, is 
over 700 pages long (in teeny-tiny type, no less), one can get a 
brief understanding of the procedures on any number of websites.   

The point of all this—aside from blowing off some steam, as the 
discussions are ongoing as I write this—is to let you know that 
these issues will be addressed at our September meeting, and to 
warn you that if the discussion gets out of hand, I now know what 
to do about it! <g> 
 
One last note on the subject, and then I’m done.  In this column, 
at least.  The other proposed amendment to the Code of Ethics, 
which some of you signed at an earlier meeting, is being pre-
sented as a petition to the Board for a vote of the entire member-
ship.  If you are an ABC member (only ABC members’ signatures 
are valid on these petitions), and would like to see this amend-
ment voted on, please visit www.minstrelboxers.com/whites/ to 
add your signature.  (Of course, anyone is welcome to visit the 
above site to see what the proposed amendment entails.) 
 
Moving on—as you’ve seen on the front page, the proposed Cali-
fornia ear crop ban was defeated. This is a tremendous victory for 
the fancy, and in the larger sense for pet owners everywhere.  
The Michigan Boxer Club, by donating $500 toward the fund for a 
lobbyist to work on our behalf, as well as by the many letters, 
faxes, and e-mails sent by our members, played an integral role in 
the defeat of this ban.  The AKC published a letter of appreciation 
that applies to you all, also found on the front page.  In the words 
of Margaret Mead, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful 
committed citizens can change the world: indeed it’s the only 
thing that ever has.”   
 
I’ve been noticing more litter announcements on the lists these 
days.  Whether this is because I’ve been getting more puppy in-
quiries lately, or because there are more litters being whelped, I 
couldn’t say.  However, in case it is the latter, I’ve included a cou-
ple of articles that are related to puppies that I have found quite 
interesting.  One discusses puppy selection that, while keeping an 
eye on conformation and temperament, embraces the concept of 
selecting for vigor—choosing the puppies that show a strong sur-
vival instinct to produce the next generation.  The other is a two-
part article; part one is included in this month’s issue, and outlines 
the critical stages of development in puppies from birth through 
seven weeks.  Part two, which will be in next month’s issue, goes 
from seven weeks to two years of age, and includes information 
on stages of development—fear periods—that often coincide with 
problem behavior, long after the puppy has gone to its new home.   
 
Also in this month’s issue is information on AKC’s Responsible 
Dog Ownership Day on Saturday, September 18.  There is also a 
Mutt March at Maybury Park in Northville that day;  I did not get 
details in time to include them here, but information and a regis-
tration form can be found on the Michigan Humane Society web-
site at www.michiganhumane.org.   
 
 
 

      Best ~ 

� � �� � �� � �� � � ���� 
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From the Editor 
 

Where there is no law, but every man does what is right in his own eyes, there is the least of real 
liberty. 

~ Henry M. Robert 
 

The fact that a man is to vote forces him to think. You may preach to a congregation by the year 
and not affect its thought because it is not called upon for definite action. But throw your subject 
into a campaign and it becomes a challenge. 

~ John Jay Chapman  



Boxer Shorts 
Genine DeMaso, Debut Boxers 
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DOG PET PEEVES 
1. Blaming your farts on me...not funny...not funny at all.  
2. Yelling at me for barking...I AM A DOG!! 
3. Taking me for a walk, then not letting me check stuff out. Exactly whose walk is this anyway?  
4. Any trick that involves balancing food on my nose... stop it.  
5. Yelling at me for rubbing my bum on your carpet. Why©d you buy carpet?  
6. Getting upset when I sniff the crotches of your guests. Sorry, but I haven©t quite mastered that firm hand-

shake thing yet.  
7. How you act disgusted when I lick myself. Look, we both know the truth, you©re just jealous.  
8. Dog sweaters........Hello...have you noticed the fur?  
9. Any haircut that involves bows or ribbons. Now you know why we chew your stuff up when you©re not home.  
10. When you pick up the poop in the yard. Do you realize how far behind schedule that puts me?  
11. Taking me to the vet for "the big snip," then acting surprised when I freak out every time we go back.  
12. The sleight of hand, fake-fetch-throw. You fooled a dog! What a proud moment for the top of the food chain. 

 
 
DOGS’ LETTERS TO GOD 
 
Dear God, 
How come people love to smell flowers, but seldom, if ever, smell one another? Where are their priorities? 
 
Dear God, 
When we get to Heaven, can we sit on your couch? Or is it the same old story? 
 
Dear God, 
Excuse me, but why are there cars named after the jaguar, the cougar, the mustang, the colt, the stingray, and the rabbit, but not one 
named for a dog? How often do you see a cougar riding around? We dogs love a nice ride! I know every breed cannot have its own  
model, but it would be easy to rename the Chrysler Eagle the Chrysler Beagle! 
 
Dear God, 
If a dog barks his head off in the forest and no human hears him, is he still a bad dog? 
 
Dear God, 
Is it true that in Heaven, dining room tables have on-ramps? 
 
Dear God, 
If we come back as humans, is that good or bad? 
 
Dear God, 
More meatballs, less spaghetti, please. 

 
Dear God, 
When we get to the Pearly Gates, do we have to shake hands to get in? 
  
Dear God, 
We dogs can understand human verbal instructions, hand signals, whistles, horns, clickers, beepers, 
scent IDs, electromagnetic energy  fields, and frisbee flight paths. What do humans understand?  
 
Dear God, 
Are there dogs on other planets, or are we alone? I have been howling at the moon and stars for a long 
time, but all I ever hear back is  the beagle across the street! 
 
Dear God, 
Are there mailmen in Heaven? If there are, will I have to apologize? 
 
Dear God, 
Is it true that dogs are not allowed in restaurants because we can©t make up our minds what NOT to 
order? Or is it the carpets again? 
 

 



Over the last three years, the Michigan Boxer Club has made a concerted effort to have an educational program as part of its monthly 
meeting. The MBC Board and Officers felt that a monthly program added an additional benefit to Club membership and provided added 
incentive for members who live a distance from the metropolitan Detroit to attend monthly business meetings. We have had programs 
on Advances in Boxer Heart Testing, Canine First Aid, Raw Diets, Puppy Neonatal Care, Video tapes of Ch. Bang Away of Sirrah 
Crest, Leader Dogs for the Blind, and the Canine Rescue unit of the Michigan Technical Rescue Operations Team, to name a few. 
 
Education Schedule: 
No programs for the September or October meetings due to the Fall Specialty Show. 
 
Future programs: 
Advances in Laser Surgery for Dogs 
Current Information on Boxer Heart Issues, Video from ABC by Dr. Katherine Meurs  
Hypothyroidism in Boxers, Video from ABC by Dr. Peter Graham 
Seminar on Degenerative Myelopathy, Video from ABC by Dr. Natasha Olby 
The Key to Movement Video, Part 1, Coming and Going 
The Key to Movement Video, Part 2, Side Movement 
Show Grooming for the Boxer  
Breeding Basics 
Dog Law, Owner Responsibilities and Liabilities 
Puppy Contracts 
Canine Nutrition  
The Dog Game - Tax Implications as Business or Hobby 
Obedience Training with the Boxer 
Agility Training with the Boxer 
Human Personality and Dog Breed Preferences 
 
If MBC members have suggestions for programs or know speakers who can add to the Club’s wide interests, please contact Barry 
Wyerman, Education Chairman at 248–344–7944 or e-mail: wyerbr@aol.com 
 

MBC Educational Programs for 2004 
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Website Spotlight 
As our Educational topic this month is a continuation of July, and I’ve already listed several sites in relation to the topic last month, I 
thought I’d post some sites on different topics that might be of interest this time: 

HEALTH INFORMATION SITES  
ABC Health Articles:  www.americanboxerclub.org/health/healthfr.htm  
AKC Canine Health Foundation:  www.akcchf.org  
American Veterinary Medical Association:  www.avma.org  
Bloat Study – Purdue University:  www.vet.purdue.edu/epi/bloat.htm  
Canine Cardiology Concepts:  www.vetgo.com/cardio/concepts/concindx.php  
Canine Health Information Center:  www.caninehealthinfo.com/  
Canine Thyroid Registry:  www.ahdl.msu.edu/Labs/Endocrinology/CTR.htm  
Cardiologist Listing By State:  www.vetheart.com/bystate.htm  
Complementary and Alternative Veterinary Medicine: www.altvetmed.com  
Genetic Diseases in Boxers (ABC):  www.americanboxerclub.org/health/genetic_diseases.htm  
Holter Monitor HookUp:  www.veterinarycardiology.com/holter_monitor.htm  
Holter Monitor Rental (Ohio State):  www.holtermonitor.org  
Institute for Genetic Disease Control:  www.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/gdc/gdc.htm  
Interpreting Thyroid Test Results:  www.salukiclub.org/breedinfo/healththy.htm  
Merck Veterinary Manual Online:  www.merckvetmanual.com  
MSU Animal Health Diagnostic Laboratory:  www.ahdl.msu.edu  
OFA Article on Hypothyroidism:  www.offa.org/issue1.pdf  
Orthopedic Foundation For Animals:  www.offa.org  
Veterinary Heart Institute:  www.vetheart.com  
Veterinary Information for Dog Owners:  www.vetinfo.com/doginfo.html  
VetGen (Genetic Databases):  www.vetgen.com  
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The American Kennel Club has declared Friday, September 17, "AKC Responsible Dog Ownership 
Day," and announced hundreds of events to be held nationwide throughout the month of September. 
The goal of the initiative - being held for the second year - is to educate first-time dog owners about the responsibilities of dog owner-
ship and help current owners enhance their relationships with their pets. 
 
"AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day helps bring attention to the fact that dog ownership, while immensely rewarding, should not 
be entered into lightly. It©s crucial to understand the commitment involved and learn as much as you can about dogs and your specific 
breed before bringing home a new four-footed family member," says AKC spokeswoman Gail Miller. 
 
All AKC-affiliated dog clubs as well as many other dog and pet-related organizations have been invited to participate by holding public 
events in their communities. Activities will include AKC Canine Good Citizen tests, obedience/agility demonstrations, microchipping 
clinics, breed rescue information, therapy dog/service dog demonstrations, safety around dogs for kids, fundraisers and many, many, 
more entertaining and educational events. 
 
To date, over 200 clubs and organizations have signed on. Listings of all events can be found and searched by state at http://
www.akc.org/dic/clubs/rdo/rdo_event_search.cfm. The site will be updated weekly to reflect new additions. 
 
On Saturday, September 18, 2004, the AKC will hold a flagship event in New York City©s Madison Square Park, where local dog clubs 
are being invited to host information tables and conduct demonstrations. The AKC©s Raleigh, NC office will also hold its own AKC 
Responsible Dog Ownership Day celebration on that day in Millbrook Exchange Park. 
 
"If you are considering bringing a dog into your life, these events are an ideal way to meet canine experts and learn about the re-
sources in your area. AKC dogs clubs can assist dog owners with everything from training to locating a reputable breeder, and we 
encourage everyone to attend - whether a dedicated dog lover or new pet owner," adds Miller 
 
 

Tails & Trails 2004 Charity Dog Walk 
Saturday, September 18 
Heritage Park, Canton 
 
THE COURSE:  The Tails & Trails 2004 Charity Dog Walk will be held in Heritage Park in Canton.  The course will take you, your family 
and friends (two- or four-legged) through some of the most beautiful areas of the park. 
 
REGISTRATION: Register by September 7, 2004 and receive a $5 discount.  You may also register the day of the event.  Pre-event 
entrants will be mailed a confirmation, map of the route, and other event information.  The first 200 registered participants will receive 
a gift courtesy of Pet Supplies Plus and Kiwianis.  Registration is $15 per dog by September 7, $20 per dog after. 
 
COLLECT DONATIONS: Use the Friends & Family Donation Form to ask friends, family, neighbors and co-workers for their support.  
Turn in the completed form and donations at registration the day of the event.  100% of these donations go to the Michigan Techni-
cal Rescue Operations Team K-9 Search Dog Team. 
 
WIN GREAT PRIZES!  Participants and their dogs are encouraged to ‘dress up’ for this event.  Prizes will be awarded at the end of the 
dog walk for the following categories: 
 �   Most Patriotic  �   Biggest Ears 
 �   Best Dressed  �   Best Trick 
 �   Best Look-Alike �   Longest Tail 
 
PROPOSED SCHEDULE FOR THE DAY 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Check-in/Registration 
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Search Dog Demonstration 
11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Dog Walk 
12:15 - 1:00 p.m.  Doggy Entertainment and Vendor Booths 
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.  Contests and Awards 
 
Face painting and balloon animals will be available throughout the day for kids. 
 
Pooper scoopers and water bowls will be provided for the dogs.  Concessions will be on sale for their people. 
 
For more information call Carol or Ginnie at 734-451-3500 or Janet at 734-981-0460. 
 

AKC Responsible Dog Ownership Day  
Friday, September 17 
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Michigan Boxer Rescue 
Third Annual Puppy Match and Rescue Raffle 

 
Judge Ms. Julie Sako 

 
We will once again have great items for the raffle, including a  

 
Larger-Than-Life stuffed Boxer 

 
and, in a special raffle, 

 
a Dannyquest piece 

 
 

We need your donations!!! 
 

Now is the time to start thinking of what you can donate to the raffle 
 

All proceeds go to our Rescue program 
 

You can bring your donated items to our August or September meetings, 
or you can bring them to the show.   

 
We had a fantastic turn out last year—let’s make this year even better! 

 
 

Remember, it’s all for the dogs in need!! 

The American Kennel Club issued a statement of thanks to Senator Liz Figueroa in appreciation of her recent removal of the ear cropping 
provision from SB1548. By amending the bill, the Senator was able to advance legislation that would enact beneficial regulatory changes 
to the veterinary community, without infringing on the rights of responsible dog owners. 

 
AKC strongly urges purebred dog owners to contact Sen. Figueroa and thank her for her consideration of the fancy’s concerns. Just a 
brief e-mail or even a handwritten note is all it takes to recognize the Senator for her work on our behalf. This will also help to ensure a 
continued positive working relationship between Senator Figueroa’s office and the purebred dog fancy. Congratulations again to all who 
helped make this win possible! 

 
The Honorable Liz Figueroa 
State Capitol, Room 4061 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 445-6671 
Fax (916) 327-2433 
  

AKC Urges Fancy to Thank CA Bill Sponsor 

Selecting for Vigor 
By Suzanne Clothier 

Included in the September print issue of the ChatterBoxer was Suzanne Clothier’s article, “Selecting for Vigor”.  Suzanne’s copyright does 
not allow electronic reproduction  of her articles—which includes a .pdf file—so I have removed it from the online version.  The article can 
be found on Suzanne’s website, at www.flyingdogpress.com/vigor.html. 



At the July 6 membership meeting, a suggestion was made to offer the ChatterBoxer in an electronic format (Adobe Acrobat .pdf).  
This would save the Club significant expenses for postage, paper, and envelopes, it would also mean members would receive the 
ChatterBoxer the day it was completed.  (I won’t kid you, it would save the Club Secretary a heck of a lot of time as well!)  A paper 
format would still be an option—there were some suggestions to charge a nominal “subscription” fee to cover the above-mentioned 
expenses.   
 

The electronic ChatterBoxer would either be sent to each members’ e-mail address, or posted on the Club website in a password-
protected area, or both.  (A “pared down” ChatterBoxer is currently posted each month on the Club website after the paper issues are 
mailed, but does not include things like the Meeting Minutes, Treasurer’s Reports, New Member Applications, etc.) 
 

Before making any kind of determination, we would like to have input from the Membership regarding this option.  Please fill out the 
form below, include any comments, concerns, or suggestions, and return it to me (address above) by September 7, 2004.  You can 
also e-mail me with the information at secretary@michiganboxerclub.com    
 
 
 
 

Would you be interested in receiving the ChatterBoxer electronically?  �  Yes �  No �  No Preference 

Which mode of delivery would you prefer? �  E-mail �  Online �  No Preference 
 

Would you be willing to pay extra for a paper ChatterBoxer? �  Yes �  No �  Depends 

If so, what would be an appropriate annual rate? �  $10 �  $15 �  Other $_______ 
 
 

Comments, concerns, suggestions: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Bringing the ChatterBoxer into the 21st Century? 

1. Recipient must be a member in good standing of the Michigan Boxer Club. 
 
2. Recipient must provide proof of ownership of the dog at the time of finishing by furnishing a copy of the AKC Certificate of Cham-

pionship. 
 
3. Only one award per dog will be furnished by the Club.  In the case of co-ownership, any additional award can be provided at the 

owner’s request and expense. 
 
4. A minimum $20.00 trophy pledge or trophy of equal value as determined by the awards chairperson must be made in the year the 

dog finishes. 
 
5. Awards will be given only to Boxers whose American Championship or Obedience Title is confirmed through AKC.  This informa-

tion must be given (names and dates of shows, points won, etc.) to the Awards chairperson by October 15th to be verified.  Addi-
tional titles, such as a champion earning an Obedience title, will be recognized with an addition to the original award.  Certificates 
will be awarded to dogs finishing in conformation or obedience in Canada. 

 
6. Any dog who achieves the title of Sire or Dam of Merit as defined by the American Boxer Club will be awarded a trophy equal to 

that of a Conformation or Obedience Champion.  The names of the finishing offspring (seven for Sire, four for Dam) must be sub-
mitted by October 15th. 

 
7. A majority of eight conformation points or one leg toward an obedience title must be won while the owner is a member of the 

Michigan Boxer Club in order to qualify for any award. 
 
8. Any dog selected to participate in the American Boxer Top Twenty competition at the American Boxer Club national specialty will 

be awarded a trophy as determined by the Awards chairperson.  Additionally, the breeder of this dog who is a member of Michi-
gan Boxer Club will also receive a trophy. 

Michigan Boxer Club Policy 
Trophy—Plaque—Awards 



Championship Awards 
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It’s time to be recognized for your Boxer’s achievements in 2003-2004.  If your Boxer has completed their American or Canadian 
Championship or achieved Sire or Dam of Merit Status in 2003-2004, please complete the form below and return it to Joan Johnson 
by October 15.  To avoid mail delays, Canadian members should mail EARLY! 
 
Remember, it is your responsibility to have made the minimum trophy pledge and to relay the information to the trophy chairperson 
clearly and accurately in readable form.  The owner of record at the time the title was earned must request the plaque. 
 

Record of New Champion, Sire of Merit or Dam of Merit 
(Circle titles that apply) 

 
 

Boxer’s Registered Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Boxer’s Call Name  __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Boxer’s Color  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Breeder(s)  _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Owner(s)  __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Sire’s Registered Name  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Dam’s Registered Name  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date Title Achieved    USA  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Canada  _________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Title(s)  __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Whelping Date  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Ownership from _____________________________________________  to  _____________________________________________ 
 
 

 
Return Completed Form to 

 
Joan Johnson 

31081 Westfield 
Livonia, MI  48150 

 
 
 

REMINDER — Completed form is due by October 15, 2004.  Any forms received after October 15 will not be accepted.  Your 
trophy contribution for 2004 must have been a minimum of $20.00 to qualify for a Championship plaque. 
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Show Wins 

Can. CH. CinnRhee©s Peg O©My Heart - “ Peggy”  
Breeders/Owners: Medley Small & Margaret Ashman 

Handler: Medley Small 
 

Am/Can CH. CinnRhee©s Mug Shot x  
Am/Can CH. Heart Acre©s Onyx Star 

 
Best of Breed 

Barrie (Canada) Kennel Club - July 31, 2004 
Judge Mr. H. Tast 

 
Best of Breed, Group 2 

Barrie (Canada) Kennel Club - August 1, 2004 
Breeder-Judge Mrs. Donna Cole  

 
Best of Breed, Group 1, Best in Show 

Barrie (Canada) Kennel Club - August 2, 2004 
Judge Mr. Al Bennett  

Counterglow©s Rebellina (Rebel-the-Agility-Boxer) 
 

CPE (Canine Performance Events) Agility Trial 
August 7 & 8, 2004 

 
Rebel qualified in 4 out of 6 runs.   

Two runs were "clean runs" (perfect).   
 

She finished 2nd in three runs and 1st in one run.   
 

She advanced to Level 2 in Standard, Colors, Snooker 
and Jumpers (different classes). 

Can. CH. CinnRhee©s He Shoots He Scores - “ Puck”  
Breeders/Owners: Medley Small & Margaret Ashman 

Handler: Medley Small 
 

Am/Can CH. CinnRhee©s Mug Shot x  
Am/Can CH. Heart Acre©s Onyx Star 

 
Best in Specialty 

Boxer Club of Western Ontario - July 11, 2004 
Judge Mrs. Dixie McCauley 

 
Puck is a plain brindle dog. 

 
Both Puck and his littermate, Peggy, are Traper grand-

kids and Tiggin great-grandkids. 

Please Mail, Fax or E-Mail Show Wins  
and Litter Announcements to: 

 

Jennifer Walker 
28423 Kendallwood Drive 

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 
Phone: 248-489-1963 

Fax: 248-489-1720 
secretary@michiganboxerclub.com  

 

Echo’s Classic Design 
Breeders: Terry & Vicki Agle 

Owners:  Terry Agle & Clint Bartlett 
 

Ch. Arriba©s Irrefutable x  
Ch. Echo©s Controlled Chaos 

 
Winners Bitch, Best of Opposite Sex 
Asheville Kennel Club - June 13, 2004 

Judge Mr. Joseph E. Gregory 

New Arrivals 

Breeder: Virginia Johnson, Cameliard Boxers 
Sire: Am/Can Ch. BJay’s Traveling Man 

Dam: Am/Can Ch. Cameliard’s Color Me Gone  
Whelped  August 13, 2004 

 
2 fawn males 
1 fawn female 
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Announcements 

In Sympathy 
 

Our condolences go to Barry and Karen Wyerman, 
and their family, on the loss of Karen’s mother. 

Fall Specialty Trophy Pledges Now Due  
 

As a reminder, a Championship plaque cannot 
be awarded if you have not made at least one 
trophy pledge (Spring or Fall) of $20 or more. 

Annual Awards Dinner 
 

Tuesday, December 7, 2004 
Weber’s Inn 

3050 Jackson Road     
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103     

We Need Items for the Rescue Raffle 
 

This is our chance to give back to the breed that 
gives us so much, unquestioningly. 

 
Be sure to include the donor’s name with the item. 

New Members 
 

Jeff & Susan Schultz 
11348 Royal Grand   
Redford, MI  48239 

313-937-8633 
wolves1014@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Cindy Hearn 
2983 McKeachie 

White Lake, MI  48383 
248-887-0538 

saywinboxers@aol.com 
 

Welcome to the Club! 

Address Change 
 

Terry Agle 
14390 Midfield St.    

Brooksville, FL  34613  

Fall Show Entries Closing 
 

Don’t forget, entries for the Fall Specialty show 
close on Wednesday, September 8.   

The Michigan Boxer Club would like to send good wishes to the following Club members who are 
celebrating September birthdays: 
 

Member Name Whelped On 
Joan Johnson September 1 
Carrie Geeck September 2 
Agnes Neuendorf September 11 
Dave Stark September 19 
Charlie Beauchamp September 22 
 

Member Birthdays 
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Drs. Scott and Fuller were the first to document critical periods in 
the development of the canine in 1953. Their efforts, recognizing 
critical developmental periods, the importance of socialization, the 
use of the puppy aptitude test and an effective breeding program, 
resulted in the remarkable success rate of over 9O percent in 
producing guide dogs for the blind. Clarence Pfaffenbeiger, Dr. 
Michael Fox and Joachim and Wendy Volhard have further docu-
mented and supported the results of Scott and Fuller. 
 
Critical periods in a dog©s life begin at birth, peak between six and 
eight weeks, and extend to maturity. It has been proven that envi-
ronment and socialization make lasting impressions on the devel-
oping dog.  
 
Breeders have an important responsibility to provide socialization 
and richness of experience for puppies in their care, this is espe-
cially important from the fourth to eighth weeks of puppyhood. 
Pfaffenberger in his book "The New Knowledge of Dog Behavior" 
states that from "three weeks of age, when the learning stage 
began, to 16 weeks of age, the character of a dog is formed. No 
matter how good his inherited character traits, if they are not given 
a chance of expression during this period he will never be as good 
a dog as he could have been." 
 
Neonatal Period - 0 to 13 Days  
During this time the puppies require food and warmth. They are 
not capable of regulating their body temperature or eliminating 
without their mother’s stimulation. They are aware of direct con-
tact. 
 
Dr. Michael Fox conducted a study showing mildly stressing pup-
pies during the first five weeks develops dogs which are superior 
when put in learning or competitive situations. They are better 
able to handle stress, are more outgoing and learn more quickly. 
Mild physical stress at an early age will actually increase the size 
of the brain. 
 
Some of you may have seen an article in the "Hunter©s Whistle" 
recently, an interview with Brittany breeders Ron and Dot Steven-
son. They have 30 years of experience producing numerous dual 
champions. They believe puppies who are destined for a lifetime 
of competition must be acclimated to stress at an early age and 
they put their pups under stress from the moment of whelping. 
They give the pups daily individual attention and emphasize so-
cialization. 
 
The type of stress we are talking about is very mild during the first 
week. Weigh the pups daily, placing them on a cool surface. On 
successive days hold them one at a time firmly on one side for 10 
to 15 seconds. The next day hold them on the other side, then up 
in the air, head down, turn in a circle, etc. During the second 
week, the stress is intensified by pinching the ear flap, the web-
bing between the toes and placing them on a cookie sheet just out 
of the refrigerator. 
 
Transition Period - 13 to 21 Days  
Puppies© ears and eyes will gradually open. They will begin to 
hear and will respond to taste and smell. This is the time to intro-
duce novel stimuli to the whelping box such as a plastic milk bot-
tle, knotted towel, cardboard box, etc. How about pheasant or 
quail feathers? I find it best to put them in a small cloth bag. 
This is also a time to introduce puppies to friendly cats. It is impor-

tant to continue picking up the pups daily, admire them, talk to 
them, and spend a few minutes with each one individually.  
 
Awareness Period - 21 to 23 Days  
This is a important subperiod of the Canine Socialization Period. 
By 2l days the pups have the use of their senses and it is impor-
tant not to overload them. Radical changes in the environment 
must be avoided, i.e. do not move the whelping box! 
 
It is a time of very rapid sensory development. Individual attention 
is continued. Also, take them two at a time to new floor surfaces 
for about two minutes. Take different pairs each time. Each day 
introduced a new surface such as concrete, linoleum, wood, car-
pet, matting, etc. Taking them two at a time will make it less 
stressful than one at a time. Very mild auditory stimuli is intro-
duced, such as a radio playing quietly. 
 
Canine Socialization Period - 21 to 49 Days  
Pup learns he is a dog during this period. He must be kept with 
his littermates and dam during this entire period. He will learn how 
to stop mother’s discipline by acting submissively. Do not wean 
the puppies at this time. They may be supplemented at three 
weeks but it is left up to the dam how much nursing is done. A 
puppy removed from its litter and dam during this period may be-
come overly noisy, a discipline problem, or a fighter. The mother 
is allowed as much time with the pups as she wants. 
 
During, the fourth and fifth weeks, puppies can go two at a time 
for short car rides. Again, alternate puppies and do not always 
take the I same two together. The dam can go along if she is a 
good rider. Household noises are gradually increased, radio, dish-
washer, TV, hair dryer, vacuum, etc. 
 
Individual attention is out of sight and hearing of the mother and 
littermates. Puppies can be stood and brushed with their bites 
checked daily. Introduce them to stairs (one step at a time). Put 
them in a position where they have to solve problems, walking 
through tunnels, for instance. Individually, let them drag a show 
lead around. You don©t want another puppy to grab the lead-no 
tugging. Put a crate in the puppy pen.At five weeks obedience 
training can begin in a totally positive fashion. Give five minute 
sessions on sit, stand, down and leash training. Use a plain 
buckle collar and do not pull or jerk the leash. Introduce the pups 
to the outdoors. This is a good time for them to meet new adults 
and children. 
 
During the fifth and sixth weeks individual attention is imperative. 
Clarice Rutherford and David Neil state in their work "How to 
Raise A Puppy You Can Live With", that during the sixth week, "It 
would be a catastrophe if you neglected to give each pup individ-
ual attention. It puts you in the category of being a producer, not a 
breeder and you should never again have another litter in your 
care." 
 
The 49th day is the ideal timing for the puppy aptitude test to be 
done. The brain waves of the puppy are the same as a mature 
dog, but the puppy is a clean slate. If the puppies have been prop-
erly socialized and are not somehow traumatized before the test 
(by being taken for their first car ride to the test site, or being 
crated for the first time) the test is a reliable measure of their suit-
ability for whatever role in life they are expected to fulfill. It is an 
excellent aid in placing puppies in compatible homes. 

Critical Periods in Canine Development, Part I 
Reprinted from the October 1989 issue of the Weimaraner Magazine 
By Ellen Dodge 



Dogs On the Air, In the News, and Online 
SHELTER DOGS 
 

Every year, more than five million dogs are brought to U.S. animal shelters; many of them never find homes. For two years, film-
maker Cynthia Wade was given unprecedented access to Rondout Valley Kennels and its controversial owner Sue Sternberg. The 
result is this thought-provoking film about ethics and choices in a morally ambiguous world as Sternberg and her staff delight in find-
ing homes for some canines—while considering euthanasia for "unadoptable" dogs that pose a threat. 
 

The mention of Sue Sternberg’s name rarely fails to generate debate—often heated—between her admirers and her detractors.  
Some feel she is the savior of shelter dogs; others that she needlessly euthanizes dogs for displaying “aggression” after she has 
pushed them past their limits and ignored every warning sign they have given her.   
 

“Shelter Dogs” airs on HBO2 on September 18 and 23.  For more information, visit www.shelterdogs.org 
 

(To be honest, I hesitated to include this program, as I personally found it quite distasteful; however, I do support the notion that one 
must form one’s own opinion on topics such as this.  For balance, however, I direct you also to the following website, which highlights 
comments from attendees of Sue’s seminars: http://www.webspawner.com/users/mickeroni/ ) 
 

ROYAL OAK WOMAN FIGHTS EVICTION OVER DOG, AND WINS 
L.L. Barsier, Detroit Free Press 
 

In Christine Emmick©s darkest hours, lost in depression following her mother©s death, she turned to Max, her therapist of sorts.  Max 
happens to be her dog, a Shih Tzu her mother left behind.  So when Emmick©s apartment complex tried to evict her and Max because 
she was violating its no-pets rule, Emmick fought back. Max came out the winner. 
 

In what may be a groundbreaking decision in the state, the Michigan Civil Rights Commission and a circuit court judge have ruled 
that Emmick, as a disabled person, is entitled to keep Max because he helps her deal with chronic depression. Such rulings are gen-
erally reserved for so-called service animals like seeing-eye dogs. 
 

The Royalwood Cooperative Apartments on Coolidge in Royal Oak "refused to reasonably accommodate her mental disability by 
allowing her to keep a dog," the civil rights commission ruled earlier this year, a violation of the state©s Persons with Disabilities Civil 
Rights Act. The commission awarded Emmick $107,749 in emotional damages and attorney fees -- and she gets to keep Max. Oak-
land County Circuit Judge Fred Mester upheld the decision after holding a hearing Wednesday. Emmick, upon hearing Mester©s rul-
ing, burst into tears in the courtroom. 
 

"I was skeptical of the case at first," Mester said Monday. "But when you look at the facts of the case, the cooperative was violating 
the law. This is not a case where somebody says, I have a headache, and a dog would make it better. This woman had a well-
documented disability and was able to prove that the dog helps her in coping with that disability." 
 

The co-op©s attorneys say the judge is barking up the wrong tree.  "The Royalwood Cooperative believes the decision is wrong on the 
law and the facts," said Bloomfield Hills attorney Patrick Rode. "The dog, as far as the cooperative is concerned, is nothing more than 
a pet."  The ruling, Rode said, "opens the door to anybody who wants to bring a cat or dog into a restaurant" in Michigan, because 
restaurants are subject to the same disability laws as apartment buildings. 
 

Emmick, a former graphics designer, has lived in the complex for more than a decade. In 1998, her mother, a South Carolina resi-
dent, was diagnosed with terminal lung cancer. Emmick moved her mother to Michigan a few months later to care for her, along with 
Max.  The cooperative©s board sent a letter to Emmick in 1999, warning that the dog had to go. Emmick responded by sending a let-
ter from her mother©s doctors at Cancer Care Associates of Royal Oak.  "Due to the therapeutic and humanistic benefits of owning, 
loving and caring for a pet, it is felt to be in this patient©s best interest to be able to keep her dog with her," the doctors wrote. 
 

The cooperative told her again in October 1999 that the dog had to go. Emmick and her mother found a senior subsidized apartment 
in Rochester Hills that allowed pets. Emmick©s mother lived there with Max until she was hospitalized in June 2000, and she died two 
months later. Emmick drove each day to care for her. Following her mother©s death, Emmick took Max back to her Royalwood apart-
ment. In April 2001, the coop©s board of directors voted to evict her and in July 2001 filed a lawsuit in district court to force her out. 
 

Emmick took her complaint to the Michigan Civil Rights Commission, which heard testimony about her mental illness.  Dr. Michael 
Abramsky, a Birmingham psychologist who examined Emmick, told the civil rights commission that Emmick©s relationship with Max 
"kept her afloat and stabilized her functionally and emotionally ... without the dog, she would probably spend most of her life in bed.  
The dog," Abramsky said, "seems to be an essential part of her improvement." 
 

Emmick could not be reached for this story. 
 
DOGS AND MORE DOGS—NOVA 
 

How and why did man’s best friend evolve from wolves, and why are dogs so remarkably diverse today?  This was the question 
asked in Nova’s TV program, “Dogs and More Dogs,” which aired on PBS in February of 2004.  The companion website, at http://
www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/dogs/ , has a wide variety of information on the subject.  Not only is there a transcript of the program, 
there are also links to other sites, book recommendations, a section for teachers, articles on the evolution of dogs, and interactive 
quizzes and slide shows.  Some of the material is a review, of course, but the site incorporates some of the more recent discoveries 
on canine evolution and domestication. 
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The Library is located on Five Mile Road, 1/4 mile east of Farmington Road 

 
www.michiganboxerclub.com 

 

Jennifer Walker, Secretary 
Michigan Boxer Club 
28423 Kendallwood Drive 
Farmington Hills, MI  48334 
 

Mail To: 

 

Our next meeting is  

Tuesday, September 7, 2004 

Livonia Civic Center Library 

Meeting Room C, 7:00 p.m. 


